
Dora Edith Donald Humbert 
(July 7, 1869 – September 3, 1934) 
 
Dora Edith Donald Humbert was an American educator and 
administrator who played a significant role in the early 
development of South Dakota’s state institutions for deaf and blind 
students. She served as the fourth superintendent of the South 
Dakota School for the Deaf (SDSD) from 1903 to 1908 and was 
also the first superintendent of the South Dakota School for the 
Blind.  
 

Early Life and Education 
Dora Donald was born on July 7, 1869, in Marysville, Kansas, to 
Samuel A. Donald and Ellen Norris Donald. She devoted her life to 
education and public service from an early age.  
After completing her schooling, she began her career as an instructor at the Iowa College for the Blind 
in Vinton, Iowa. During this time, she worked closely with Linnie Haguewood, a deaf-blind student 
whose education later influenced the development of specialized schools in South Dakota.  
 

Work with the School for the Blind 
Dora Donald played a key role in establishing the South 
Dakota School for the Blind in Gary, South Dakota. When the 
school opened in 1900, she became its first superintendent, 
development.  
Her leadership during these formative years helped create a 
foundation that would serve blind students in South Dakota 
for generations. 

 
Superintendent of SDSD (1903–1908) 
In 1903, Dora Donald succeeded James Simpson as superintendent of the South Dakota School for the 
Deaf, formally assuming her duties on August 1 of that year.  
Having previously worked as a teacher at SDSD, she brought valuable classroom experience and a 
strong understanding of the school’s mission.  
During her tenure, the school continued to develop through several important improvements, including: 

• Installation of a power laundry plant  
• Construction of a sewer system connected to the Big Sioux River  
• Completion of a hospital building, later adapted into a girls’ dormitory and kitchen facility (French 

Hall)  
One of the most significant milestones of her administration occurred at the close of the 1907–1908 
school year, when SDSD held its first formal graduation ceremony.  
Her leadership represented a period of steady growth, improved campus operations, and increasing 
recognition of SDSD as an educational institution. 

Linnie Haguewood and Dora Donald.   
Photo courtesy of The Deaf-Blind: A Monograph (1901)  
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Marriage and Later Career 
On July 31, 1907, Dora Donald married Leroy August Humbert, a 
music instructor at the South Dakota School for the Blind.  
After leaving SDSD in 1908, she returned to Gary, South Dakota, 
where she again served as superintendent of the School for the 
Blind. She remained there for the rest of her life, continuing her 
dedication to education and service.  
 
 

Community Involvement 
Beyond her work in education, Dora Donald Humbert was active 
in her local community. She served for approximately fifteen years 
on the Gary public school board and was a charter member of the 
Women’s Study Club of Gary. She was also a member of the Order 
of the Eastern Star.  
She was widely respected for her leadership, compassion, and 
commitment to public service. 
 
 

Death and Legacy 
Dora Edith Donald Humbert passed away on September 3, 1934, at her home near Gary, South Dakota, 
following a lengthy illness.  
Her funeral drew a large attendance, and local schools and businesses closed in tribute—reflecting the 
high regard in which she was held by the community she served.  
Her legacy remains closely tied to the early development of both the South Dakota School for the Deaf 
and the South Dakota School for the Blind. Through her leadership, she helped shape educational 
opportunities for generations of students in South Dakota. 

 
 

Dora Donald Humbert and her husband Leroy 

August Humbert, during their later years in 
Gary, SD.  Photo courtesy of Find A Grave. 

 
 

Final resting place of Dora Edith Donald Humbert in 

Gary, South Dakota.  Photo courtesy of Find A Grave. 
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