


June 1925 in poor health, with liver cancer.
She died Sept. 16, 1925, at the home of her
daughter, Harriet Ellison, in Sioux Falls. She
was interred at the Woodlawn Cemetery in
Sioux Falls.

The school (Dakota Territorial School) had
been in existence less than one year when James
Simpson took over as third superintendent in
1881, at the age of 26, He was a well-educated
man by the time he came to Sioux Falls. He
realized and understood the many difficulties
that deal people had to persevere in order o
obtain a good education. He was the
superintendent from 1881-1903 — the first
superintendent to get paid for the position.
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The first building constructed on the School for
the Deaf campus.

The citizens of Sioux Falls were eager (o
come to the aid of Superintendent Simpson,
for they knew in their hearts that the
Territorial School for the Deaf was destined
to become what is today a worthy institution.
The first school building, a wooden structure,
was erected on ten acres of land (this is the
same land where SDSD is located today). The
“second school year” opened on Oct. 19, 1881,
under the leadership of Simpson. The first
two or three vears were trying ones for
Simpson, as he experienced obstacles even
as the school prospered. He acted as
instructor, as well, and was assisted by his
capable wife. He had a large heart and knew
from the beginning that he was engaged in a
challenging task that would sooner or later
bring his reward.

In 1883, the legislature provided a board of
trustees to govern the school. The first group
consisted of five members, appointed by the
governor for two years, The members were E. A
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E. A. Sherman. the first board of trustees
president that governed the territorial school
(SDSD).

Sherman of Sioux Falls, president: E. B.
Dawson of Lodi, secretary; N. C. Nash ol
Canton. treasurer; William Van Eps of Sioux
Falls: and Jonathan Dunham of Valley Springs.

As soon as Simpson took over the day-to-
day operation of the school, it began to
prosper. The foundation had been laid, and
the work was in the hands of someone who
really understood the needs and interests
unique to deaf culture. The school attendance
grew rapidly under the Simpson
administration — from scven to 54 students.
Physically. the school grew from one building
to a well-equipped institution of six fine
granite structures. as new buildings were
needed to meet the demands of educating the
student body. During the 1883 Dakota
Territory legislative session, actions were
taken which drastically changed and
improved the school and campus.
Appropriations totaled $12.000 for the
building of a new structure. This building.
formerly known as the “Main Building.” was
completed in 1884, and in 1978, was formaily
named the Simpson Building. The new

8






AN,

Vocational Building — 1887-1929

On Nov. 2, 1889, the Dakota Territory was
divided, and the states of North and South
Dakota were admitted to the Union. “Each
state assumed ownership of the territorial or
state institutions falling within its border.
South Dakota received nine out of twelve such
institutions, including the School for Deaf
Mutes. South Dakota was required to pay
North Dakota a proportionate sum for the
advantage thus acquired.” The school for the
deal remained in Sioux Falls. One year after
statchood, North Dakota established its own
school for the deaf in Devils Lake. On April
19, 1900, Simpson and the school received
orders [rom South Dakota Gov. Arthur
Mellette to dismiss North Dakota students
from the school. Those students took their
departure on April 29, 1900. A good 15 1o 20
students at the school in Sioux Falls were
transferred to the North Dakota school, This
left the school with a total enrollment of 34
at the end of the 1899-1900 school year.
Then. in 1890, an act of the state constitution
was passed by the S.D. State Legislature to
establish a Board of Charitics and Corrections
to govern the state penal or charitable
institutions. Thus, the Board of Charities and
Corrections replaced the board of trustees in
governing SDSD. In March 1890, the First
State Legislature of South Dakota
appropriated $14,800 for the operation of the
School for Deal Mutes.

One of the things James Simpson reported
in his first message to the new Board of

Charitics and Corrections was that SDSD
owned 30 acres of land, including 22 which
were under cultivation. During the Simpson
era, a number of deciduous and evergreen
trees were planted around the school grounds
amid the driveways and lawns, which
beautified the campus. According to historical
records. one could easily say that the school
made history in May 1892, when the school
built the first concrete silo in the Dakotas,
the first institution for the deafin the U.S. to
have one.

The first concrete silo in South Dakota.

Constructed with the help of the older boys
attending the school, the silo was able to hold
a capacity of approximately 90 tons of fodder.
A new boiler house was built in 1900, and
funds were appropriated for a new hospital
building. However, due to poor planning and
the deletion of appropriated funds, the
hospital was finally completed in 1906. The
hospital later was converted into the girls’
dormitory and kilchen area, which became
French Hall in 1978.

Unfortunately. there was a sobering side
to Simpson’s superintendency. In the spring
of 1903, the school was used for political
purposes, when the Board of Charities and
Corrections pleaded to make changes in the
management of the state institutions. for
cconomic reasons. One of the changes made
was reducing Simpson’s salary by nearly a
hall. As a result, Simpson could not accept
the reduction and maintain his self-respect
at the same time, which led to his resignation.
“This action of the board was condemned






